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We stand as the Altar Party enters and sing the 

hymn 

To God be the glory! great things he 

hath done! 

So loved he the world that he gave 

us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for 

sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may 

go in. 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the 

Son; 

and give him the glory, great things he 

hath done! 

 

2. O perfect redemption, the 

purchase of love! 

To every believer the promise of 

God; 

the vilest offender who truly 

believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon 

receives. 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! etc. 

 

3. Great things he hath taught us, 

great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus 

the Son: 

but purer and higher and greater will 

be 

our wonder, our worship, when Jesus 

we see! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! etc. 

 

The Priest goes to the Lectern and says: 

Priest In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

All    Amen.  

Priest  The Lord be with you.  

All  and also with you. 

The priest introduces the service and then leads 

the congregation in prayer: 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are 

hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The priest invites the congregation to seek God’s 

mercy and grace. We say together: 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through 

weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in 

newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 

The Priest announces the Absolution to which 

all reply: Amen.   

The Gloria is sung from the separate music 

sheet.  

The prayer of the day – the Collect – is sung.  

Merciful God, you have prepared for those 

who love you such good things as pass our 

understanding: pour into our hearts such 

love toward you that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all that we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 



We sit for the first and second readings. 

First Reading  

Isaiah 55.10-13, read by Tony 

Thus says the LORD:   
10For as the rain and the snow come down 

from heaven, and do not return there until 

they have watered the earth, making it 

bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall 

my word be that goes out from my 

mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I 

purpose, and succeed in the thing for 

which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in 

joy, and be led back in peace; the 

mountains and the hills before you 

shall burst into song, and all the trees of 

the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; instead of the brier shall come up 

the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD 

for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that 

shall not be cut off.  

At the end: 

Reader  This is the word of the Lord.  

All        Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading 

Romans 8.1-11, read by Jennifer 

1There is now no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you 

free from the law of sin and of death. 3For 

God has done what the law, weakened by 

the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 

deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 

flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the 

law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit. 5For those who live according to 

the flesh set their minds on the things of 

the flesh, but those who live according to 

the Spirit set their minds on the things of 

the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is 

death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 

life and peace. 7For this reason the mind 

that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 

does not submit to God’s law – indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in 

the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 

of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 

Christ is in you, though the body is dead 

because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 

he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

At the end: 

Reader  This is the word of the Lord. 

All        Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand to sing the hymn and turn towards 

the Gospel book. 

Father of heaven, whose love profound 

a ransom for our souls hath found, 

before thy throne we sinners bend, 

to us thy pardoning love extend. 

 

2. Almighty Son, incarnate Word, 

our prophet, priest, Redeemer, Lord, 

before thy throne we sinners bend, 

to us thy saving grace extend. 

 

3. Eternal Spirit, by whose breath 

the soul is raised from sin and death, 

before thy throne we sinners bend, 

to us thy quickening power extend. 

 

4. Thrice Holy! Father, Spirit, Son; 

mysterious Godhead, three in one, 

before thy throne we sinners bend, 

grace, pardon, life to us extend. 

 

All remain standing (if able) as the Gospel is 

read 

 



Priest  The Lord be with you. 

All  And also with you. 

Priest  Hear the Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew (13.1-9,18-23) 

All   Glory to you, O Lord.  

1Jesus went out of the house and sat 

beside the lake. 2Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a 

boat and sat there, while the whole crowd 

stood on the beach. 3And he told them 

many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. 4And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and 

the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and they sprang up 

quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 
6But when the sun rose, they were 

scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and 

choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good 

soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 

anyone with ears listen! 

18Hear then the parable of the sower. 
19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the 

evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown 

on the path. 20As for what was sown on 

rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with 

joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but 

endures only for a while, and when 

trouble or persecution arises on account 

of the word, that person immediately falls 

away. 22As for what was sown among 

thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the 

lure of wealth choke the word, and it 

yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown 

on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.’  

At the end:  

Priest This is the Gospel of the 

Lord.  

All  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

We sit for the Sermon. 

We stand to say the Creed. 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the 

prophets.  

 

 



We believe in one holy catholic  

and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of Intercession follow. 

At the end: 

Priest  Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers for 

the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ, 

Amen.  

 

The Priest introduces the Peace: 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be with 

you always 

All  And also with you. 

Priest Let us offer one another a 

sign of peace. 
 

We sing a hymn as the Altar is prepared for 

the Eucharistic Prayer. A collection is taken 

during the hymn 

 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

he makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

 

2 My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e'en for his own name’s sake. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk through death’s 

dark vale, 

yet will I fear none ill; 

for thou art with me, and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still. 

 

 

4 My table thou has furnished 

in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me; 

and in God’s house for evermore 

my dwelling-place shall be. 

 

Priest  Blessed are you Lord God of 

all creation. Through your 

goodness we have this bread 

to offer, which earth has 

given and human hands have 

made. It will become for us 

the bread of life. Blessed be 

God for ever.  

All  Blessed be God for ever. 

Priest Blessed are you Lord God of 

all creation. Through your 

goodness we have this wine 

to offer. Fruit of the vine and 

work of human hands, it will 

become our spiritual drink. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

Priest Pray my sisters and brothers 

that our sacrifice may be 

acceptable to God the 

Almighty Father. 

All May the Lord accept the 

sacrifice at your hand, for 

the praise and glory of his 

name, for our good and 

the good of all his Church. 

The Priest adds the prayer over the gifts to which 

we reply Amen  

 

Priest  The Lord be with you.      

All  And also with you.  

Priest  Lift up your hearts.  

All  We lift them to the Lord.  

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord 

our God.  

All It is right to give thanks 

and praise... 



The Eucharistic Prayer continues until we sing 

Sanctus and Benedictus from the music 

sheet. The Eucharistic Prayer continues 

until… 

Priest:  Great is the mystery of faith 

All: Christ has died 

 Christ is risen 

 Christ will come again 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues until  

Priest  …for ever and ever 

All:  Amen             

 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass 

against us 

And lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom 

the power and the glory  

for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Priest We break this bread to share 

in the body of Christ 

All Though we are many we 

are one body, because we 

all share in one bread. 

 

The Agnus Dei is sung from the music sheet  

 

The Priest will invite you to the Altar, using these 

or other suitable words 

Priest Jesus is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the 

world, blessed are those who 

are called to his supper.     

To which we all reply  

All       Lord, I am not worthy to 

receive you,  

but only say the word, 

and I shall be healed.  

 

The congregation approaches the Altar to receive 

Communion.   

All those who are in good standing with their 

own Church are invited to receive Communion. 

Those who prefer to ask for a Blessing are 

invited to bow their heads at the Altar rail or 

bring this booklet as a sign to the Priest.  

 

Post Communion Prayers: 

God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to 

the living water: refresh and sustain us 

as we go forward on our journey, in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

We say together: 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son 

Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls 

and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out 

in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 
 

Any Banns of marriage and notices are given. 

and then the Priest says:  

Priest  The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

The Blessing is given to which all reply: Amen 

We sing the hymn and turn to face the West 

End for the dismissal. 
 

Your hand, O God, has guided 

your flock from age to age; 

your faithfulness is written 

on history's open page. 

Our fathers owned your goodness, 

and we their deeds record; 

and both to this bear witness: 

one church, one faith, one Lord! 



2. Your heralds brought the gospel 

to greatest and the least; 

they summoned men and women 

to share the great King's feast. 

And this was all their teaching 

in ev'ry deed and word, 

to all alike proclaiming: 

one church, one faith, one Lord! 

3. Your mercy will not fail us 

nor leave your work undone; 

with your right hand to help us 

the vict'ry shall be won. 

And then by earth and heaven 

your name shall be adored; 

and this shall be our anthem: 

one church, one faith, one Lord! 

Priest  Go in peace to love and serve 

the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘What’s On’ this week 

 

Today 

4pm Choral Evensong, with the choir of St. Paul’s  

 

Monday 13 July 

10am Community Art Club 

3.30pm A Show of Strength – free admission 

 

Tuesday 14 July 

5.30pm Tuesday@Actorschurch 

 

Wednesday 15 July  

1.10pm Holy Eucharist 

1.45pm Tea and Cake – all welcome 

 

Thursday 16 July 

10am Kilo Sale (£2 on the door) 

 

Friday 17 July 

12.30 

pm Lunchtime Concert 

3pm Funeral of the late Valerie Colgan RIP 

 

Saturday 18 July 

6pm & 8pm Vivaldi’s Four Seasons by Candlelight** 

 

Sunday 19 July  

11am Parish Sung Eucharist, for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

 

 

 

 

 

**Tickets for all paid events at St. Paul’s can be obtained via our website 

www.actorschurch.org 

http://www.actorschurch.org/

