
 

Welcome 

The Fifth Sunday after 
Trinity 
20 July 

 

 
actorschurch 

 
St. Paul’s Covent Garden 

 
Please switch off all mobile phones.  

BEWARE: KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR BELONGINGS, ESPECIALLY HANDBAGS 
Accessibility 

Large Print versions of the Order of Service are available.  
Gluten free wafers are available.  

Hearing loop installed; collect a receiver from the back of church.  
info@actorschurch.org 020 7836 5221 www.actorschurch.org

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE 
PROBLEMS WITH OUR LIGHTING 
AT THE MOMENT. WE APOLOGISE 
FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE. 
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We stand as the Altar Party enters and sing the 
hymn 
In Christ there is no east or west, 
in him no south or north, 
but one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2 In him shall true hearts 
everywhere 
their high communion find; 
his service is the golden cord, 
close binding all mankind. 
 
3 Join hands, then, brothers of the 
faith, 
whate’er your race may be; 
who serves my Father as a son 
is surely kin to me. 
 
4 In Christ now meet both east and 
west, 
in him meet south and north; 
all Christlike souls are one in him, 
throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

The Priest goes to the Lectern and says: 

Priest In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All   Amen.  
Priest The Lord be with you.  
All and also with you. 
 
The priest introduces the service and then leads 
the congregation in prayer: 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are 
hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The priest invites the congregation to seek God’s 
mercy and grace. We say together: 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through 
weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in 
newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 
The Priest announces the Absolution to which 
all reply: Amen.  
The Gloria is sung from the separate music 
sheet.  
The prayer of the day – the Collect – is sung.  

Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all 
your faithful people, that in their vocation 
and ministry they may serve you in 
holiness and truth to the glory of your 
name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
We sit for the first and second readings. 

First Reading  

Genesis 18.1-10a, read by Jennifer 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the 
oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He 
looked up and saw three men standing 
near him. When he saw them, he ran from 
the tent entrance to meet them, and 
bowed down to the ground. 3He said, ‘My 



lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass 
by your servant. 4Let a little water be 
brought, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a 
little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass 
on – since you have come to your 
servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have 
said.’ 6And Abraham hastened into the 
tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready 
quickly three measures of choice flour, 
knead it, and make cakes.’ 7Abraham ran 
to the herd, and took a calf, tender and 
good, and gave it to the servant, who 
hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had 
prepared, and set it before them; and he 
stood by them under the tree while they 
ate. 
9They said to Abraham, ‘Where is your 
wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the 
tent.’ 10Then one said, ‘I will surely return 
to you in due season, and your wife Sarah 
shall have a son. 

At the end: 
Reader  This is the word of the Lord.  
All        Thanks be to God.  

 

Second Reading 

Colossians 1.15-28, read by Noel 
15Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or powers – all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to 
have first place in everything. 19For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20and through him God was pleased 
to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 
21And you who were once estranged and 
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has 
now reconciled in his fleshly body through 
death, so as to present you holy and 
blameless and irreproachable before him – 
23provided that you continue securely 
established and steadfast in the faith, 
without shifting from the hope promised 
by the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this 
gospel. 
24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for 
your sake, and in my flesh I am completing 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the 
sake of his body, that is, the church. 25I 
became its servant according to God’s 
commission that was given to me for you, 
to make the word of God fully known, 
26the mystery that has been hidden 
throughout the ages and generations but 
has now been revealed to his saints. 27To 
them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches of 
the glory of this mystery, which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory. 28It is he whom 
we proclaim, warning everyone and 
teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that 
we may present everyone mature in 
Christ.  

At the end: 
Reader  This is the word of the Lord. 
All        Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand to sing the hymn and turn towards 
the Gospel book. 

 

Father of mercies, in thy word 
what endless glory shines! 
For ever be thy name adored 
for these celestial lines. 
 
 



2 Here may the blind and hungry 
come, 
and light and food receive; 
here shall the lowliest guest have 
room, 
and taste and see and live. 
 
3 Here springs of consolation rise 
to cheer the fainting mind, 
and thirsting souls receive supplies, 
and sweet refreshment find. 
 
4 Here the Redeemer’s welcome 
voice 
spreads heavenly peace around, 
and life and everlasting joys 
attend the blissful sound. 
 
5 Divine instructor, gracious Lord, 
be thou for ever near; 
teach me to love thy sacred word, 
and view my Saviour here. 
 

All remain standing as the Gospel is read 
 
Priest  The Lord be with you 
All  And also with you 

Priest  Hear the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Luke (10, 38- 42) 

All   Glory to you, O Lord.  
38Now as Jesus and his disciples went on 
their way, he entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed 
him into her home. 39She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 
and listened to what he was saying. 40But 
Martha was distracted by her many tasks; 
so she came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, do 
you not care that my sister has left me to 
do all the work by myself? Tell her then to 
help me.’ 41But the Lord answered her, 
‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things; 42there is need 
of only one thing. Mary has chosen the 

better part, which will not be taken away 
from her.’  

At the end:  
Priest This is the Gospel of the 

Lord.  
All  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
We sit for the Sermon. 
We stand to say the Creed. 
 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in One Lord Jesus Christ 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the 
prophets.  
 



We believe in one holy catholic  
and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of Intercession follow. 
At the end: 
Priest  Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers for 

the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
Amen.  

 
The Priest introduces the Peace: 
 
Priest: The peace of the Lord be with 

you always 
All  And also with you 
Priest Let us offer one another a 

sign of peace. 
 
We sing a hymn as the Altar is prepared for 
the Eucharistic Prayer. A collection is taken 
during the hymn 
 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed! 
Great David’s greater Son; 
hail, in the time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
to let the captive free; 
to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 
 
2 He comes with succour speedy 
to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, 
and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, 
their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, 
were precious in his sight. 
 

3 He shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
spring in his path to birth: 
before him on the mountains 
shall peace the herald go; 
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow. 
 
4 Kings shall fall down before him, 
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him, 
his praise all people sing; 
to him shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, 
a kingdom without end. 
 
5 O’er every foe victorious, 
he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious, 
all-blessing and all-blest: 
the tide of time shall never 
his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand for ever; 
that name to us is Love. 
 

Priest  Blessed are you Lord God of 
all creation. Through your 
goodness we have this bread 
to offer, which earth has given 
and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the 
bread of life. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 
Priest Blessed are you Lord God of 

all creation. Through your 
goodness we have this wine 
to offer. Fruit of the vine and 
work of human hands, it will 
become our spiritual drink. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 
Priest Pray my sisters and brothers 

that our sacrifice may be 
acceptable to God the 
Almighty Father. 



All May the Lord accept the 
sacrifice at your hand, for 
the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and 
the good of all his Church. 

 
The Priest adds the prayer over the gifts to which 
we reply Amen  
 
Priest  The Lord be with you.      
All  And also with you.  
Priest  Lift up your hearts.  
All  We lift them to the Lord.  
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord 

our God.  
All It is right to give thanks 

and praise... 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues until we sing 
Sanctus and Benedictus from the music 
sheet. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues until… 
 
Priest:  Great is the mystery of faith 
All: Christ has died 
 Christ is risen 
 Christ will come again 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues until  
Priest  …for ever and ever 
All:  Amen             
 
Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us 
And lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom 
the power and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen 
 

Priest We break this bread to share 
in the body of Christ 

All Though we are many we 
are one body, because we 
all share in one bread 

 
The Agnus Dei is sung from the music sheet 
 
Priest Jesus is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the 
world, blessed are those who 
are called to his supper.     

All       Lord, I am not worthy to 
receive you,  
but only say the word, 
and I shall be healed.  

 
The congregation approaches the altar to receive 
Communion.   
All those who are in good standing with their 
own Church are invited to receive Communion. 
Those who prefer to ask for a Blessing are 
invited to bow their heads at the Altar rail or 
bring this booklet as a sign to the Priest. We 
remain seated to sing the hymn:  
 
Let saints on earth in concert sing 
with those whose work is done; 
for all the servants of our King 
in heaven and earth are one. 
 
2 One family, we dwell in him, 
one Church, above, beneath; 
though now divided by the stream, 
the narrow stream of death. 
 
3 One army of the living God, 
to his command we bow: 
part of the host have crossed the flood, 
and part are crossing now. 
 
4 E’en now to their eternal home 
there pass some spirits blest; 
while others to the margin come, 
waiting their call to rest. 
 
 



5 Jesus, be thou our constant guide; 
then, when the word is given, 
bid Jordan’s narrow stream divide, 
and bring us safe to heaven. 
 
 
Post Communion Prayers: 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the 
course of this world may be so peaceably 
ordered by your governance, that your 
Church may joyfully serve you in all godly 
quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
We say together: 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls 
and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
Any Banns of marriage and notices are given. 
and then the Priest says:  
 
Priest  The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you 
 

The Blessing is given to which all reply: Amen 
We sing the hymn and turn to face the West 
End for the dismissal. 

King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love Thee; 
and that love may never cease, 
I will move Thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, 
Thou hast heard me; 
Thou didst note my working breast, 
Thou hast spared me. 

2 Wherefore with my utmost art 
I will sing Thee, 
and the cream of all my heart 
I will bring Thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 
Thou didst clear me; 
and alone, when they replied, 
Thou didst hear me. 

3 Sev'n whole days, not one in sev'n, 
I will praise Thee; 
in my heart, though not in heav'n, 
I can raise Thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort 
to enroll Thee: 
e'en eternity's too short 
to extol Thee. 

 

Priest.   Go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‘What’s On’ this week 
 
Tuesday 22 July 
7.30pm Sense and Sensibility ** 
 
Wednesday 23 July 
1.10pm Holy Eucharist 
1.45pm Tea and Cake – all welcome 
3pm Robin Hood ** 
7.30pm Sense and Sensibility ** 
 
Friday 25 July 
1pm Lunchtime concert 
 
Saturday 26 July 
Church and grounds closed all day for an event 
 
Sunday 27 July 
11.00 Parish Sung Eucharist, for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets for all paid events at St. Paul’s can be obtained via our website 
www.actorschurch.org 

http://www.actorschurch.org/
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