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We stand as the Altar Party enters and sing the
hymn

Come down, O love divine,

seek thou this soul of mine,

and visit it with thine own ardour
glowing;

O comforter, draw near,

within my heart appear,

and kindle it, thy holy flame
bestowing.

2 O let it freely burn,

till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat
consuming;

and let thy glorious light

shine ever on my sight,

and clothe me round, the while my
path illuming.

3 Let holy charity

mine outward vesture be,

and lowliness become mine inner
clothing:

true lowliness of heart,

which takes the humbler part,

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps
with loathing.

4 And so the yearning strong,

with which the soul will long,

shall far outpass the power of human
telling;

for none can guess its grace,

till he become the place

wherein the Holy Spirit makes his
dwelling.

The Priest goes to the Lectern and says:

Priest In the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

Priest The Lord be with you

All and also with you.

Priest Alleluia, Christ is Risen

All He is Risen indeed. Alleluia.

The priest introduces the service and then leads
the congregation in prayer:

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are
hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The priest invites the congregation to seek God’s
mercy and grace. We say together:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through
weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in
newness of life

to the glory of your name. Amen.

The Priest announces the Absolution to which
all reply: Amen. The Gloria is sung from the
separate music sheet. The prayer of the day —
the Collect — is sung.

God our redeemer, you have delivered us
from the power of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of your Son: grant,
that as by his death he has recalled us to
life, so by his continual presence in us he
may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord.

Amen.



We sit for the first and second readings.
First Reading
Acts 10.44-48, read by Jennifer

*While Peter was speaking, the Holy
Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
#The circumcised believers who had come
with Peter were astounded that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even
on the Gentiles, *for they heard them
speaking in tongues and extolling God.
Then Peter said, **Can anyone withhold
the water for baptizing these people who
have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have? *®So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then
they invited him to stay for several days.

At the end:
Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Second Reading
| John 5.1-6, read by Jennifer

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the
Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the
child. 2By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. *For the love of
God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments
are not burdensome, *for whatever is
born of God conquers the world. And this
is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. *Who is it that conquers the world
but the one who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God?

*This is the one who came by water and
blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water
only but with the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for
the Spirit is the truth.

At the end:
Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God

We stand to sing the hymn and face the Gospel
book

God be in my head,
and in my understanding;

God be in my eyes,
and in my looking;

God be in my mouth,
and in my speaking;

God be in my heart,
and in my thinking;

God be at my end,
and at my departing.

All remain standing as the Gospel is read

Priest The Lord be with you

All And also with you

Priest Hear the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to John
(15,9 -17)

All Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: *‘As the Father
has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in
my love. "°If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as | have
kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. ''l have said these things
to you so that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be complete.

'%This is my commandment, that you love
one another as | have loved you. *No one
has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. '“You are my
friends if you do what | command you. "I
do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what
the master is doing; but | have called you



friends, because | have made known to
you everything that | have heard from my
Father. '®You did not choose me but |
chose you. And | appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him
in my name. '’ am giving you these
commands so that you may love one
another.’

At the end:

Priest This is the Gospel of the
Lord.

All Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit for the Sermon
We stand to say the Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen

We believe in One Lord Jesus Christ
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified

under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and
the Son,

who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession follow

At the end:
Priest Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers for

the sake of your Son, our
Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Amen.

The Priest introduces the Peace:

Priest: The peace of the Lord be with
you always

All And also with you

Priest Let us offer one another a

sign of peace.

We sing a hymn as the Altar is prepared for
the Eucharistic Prayer. A collection is taken
during the hymn

O Jesus, | have promised

to serve thee to the end;

be thou for ever near me,

my Master and my friend:

| shall not fear the battle

if thou art by my side,

nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.



2 O let me feel thee near me:
the world is ever near;

| see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds | hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

3 O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,

that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, | have promised
to serve thee to the end:

O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my friend.

4 O let me see thy foot-marks,
and in them plant mine own;
my hope to follow duly

is in thy strength alone:

O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;

and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my friend.

Priest Blessed are you Lord God of
all creation. Through your
goodness we have this bread
to offer, which earth has given
and human hands have made.
It will become for us the

bread of life.
All Blessed be God for ever
Priest Blessed are you Lord God of

all creation. Through your
goodness we have this wine
to offer. Fruit of the vine and
work of human hands, it will
become our spiritual drink

All Blessed be God for ever

Priest Pray my sisters and brothers
that our sacrifice may be
acceptable to God the
Almighty Father

All May the Lord accept the
sacrifice at your hand, for
the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and
the good of all his Church.

The Priest adds the prayer over the gifts to which
we reply Amen

Priest The Lord be with you

All And also with you.

Priest Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord
our God.

All It is right to give thanks

and praise...

The Eucharistic Prayer continues until we sing
Sanctus and Benedictus from the music sheet

The Eucharistic Prayer continues until...
Priest: Great is the mystery of faith
All: Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again

The Eucharistic Prayer continues until

Priest ...for ever and ever

All: Amen

Priest: As our Saviour taught us, so
we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven

Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass
against us

And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom

the power and the glory

for ever and ever. Amen



Priest We break this bread to share
in the body of Christ

All Though we are many we
are one body, because we
all share in one bread

The Agnus Dei is sung from the music sheet

Priest Jesus is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the
world, blessed are those who
are called to his supper.

All Lord, | am not worthy to
receive you,
but only say the word,
and | shall be healed.

The congregation approaches the altar to receive

Communion. All those who are in good

standing with their own Church are invited to

receive Communion.

Please make your way to the Altar
rail, and kneel (if able)

Please receive Communion in your
hand ONLY. If you do not wish to
receive the Chalice, please return to
your place.

Please keep absolute silence during
Communion

Post Communion Prayers:

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ
gives the water of eternal life: may we
thirst for you, the spring of life and source
of goodness, through him who is alive and
reigns, now and for ever.

Amen

We say together:

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son
Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls
and bodies

to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

Any Banns of marriage and notices are given.
and then the Priest says:

Priest The Lord be with you
All And also with you

The Blessing is given to which all reply: Amen
We sing the hymn and turn to face the West
End for the dismissal

Forth in thy name, O Lord, | go,
my daily labour to pursue;

thee, only thee, resolved to know,
in all I think or speak or do.

2 The task thy wisdom hath assigned
O let me cheerfully fulfil;

in all my works thy presence find,
and prove thy good and perfect will.

3 Preserve me from my calling’s
share,

and hide my simple heart above,
above the thorns of choking care,
the gilded baits of worldly love.

4 Thee may | set at my right hand,
whose eyes my inmost substance
see,

and labour on at thy command,
and offer all my works to thee.



5 Give me to bear thy easy yoke, 6 For thee delightfully employ

and every moment watch and pray, whate’er thy bounteous grace hath
and still to things eternal look, given,
and hasten to thy glorious day; and run my course with even joy,

and closely walk with thee to heaven.

Priest. Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord, Alleluia,
Alleluia

All Thanks be to God,

Alleluia, Alleluia.



‘What’s On’ this week

Monday 6 May
2pm Memorial Service for the late Haydn Gwynne RIP

Wednesday 8 May
| 2.00 Sandwich Lunch in church — all welcome
1.10pm Holy Eucharist

Friday 10 May
10.00am — 4pm We Buy
7pm & 9pm Musicals by Candlelight **

Saturday | | May
10.00am — 4pm We Buy
7pm & 9pm Musicals by Candlelight **

Sunday 12 May

11.00 Parish Sung Eucharist

12.00 Special Puppet Service

4pm Choral Evensong, with the Choir of St. Paul’s
for the Seventh Sunday of Easter

12.45-5pm May Fayre and Puppet Festival

** Tickets for all paid events at St. Paul’s can be obtained via our website
www.actorschurch.org
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